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Abstract

The Politics of Memory and Amnesia, and Armed Struggle in the Palestinian Case 2017-
1968

This study explores the transformations of cultural symbolism of armed struggle through
the historical Palestinian experience of 1968-2017. The argument revolves around the
dialectics between historical cultural narratives and the transitions of armed struggle as
one of the most important means of the Palestinian political project, and how this
entanglement of the armed resistance was reflected in the Palestinian cultural identity.
The study assumes that the Palestinian historical narrative, which climaxed in the year of
Nakba 1948 and beyond, had been an active instrumental in guiding the Palestinian
political project which aimed at national liberation, and decided that the armed struggle is
the only means to liberate Palestine, the land and the human. This prospect was
reflected in cultural symbolism of armed resistance to make it a constituent of cultural
identity. Later, in advanced stages of the Palestinian experience, the historical narrative
was politically managed, and it underwent a process of construction and reconstruction
to match the political project transitions from a national liberation project to political
process that seeks to build a political authority. This was reflected through shifting the
armed struggle from an important component to a marginal factor until it has been

progressively excluded from the Palestinian formal agenda.

The study utilizes critical discourse analysis in order to fathom the official Palestinian
cultural discourse depending on Palestinian mainstream journal (Shou’n filastiniiyyah,
Filistin al-Thawora, Majallat al-dirasat al-Filistiniyyah and al-Hadaf ), which documented

three major phases of political odyssey.

Phase I: Memory politics [1968-1974]: The study demonstrated that the correlation
between the presence of the historical narrative in Palestinian cultural discourse and the
armed resistanc as the only way to liberate Palestine and to establish a democratic

state which had been approved by the Palestinian National Charter of 1968. This



convergence between the cultural and the political tendency has led to the emergence of
an armed resistance with a comprehensive cultural development that reflects the nature

of the Palestinian people and its leadership.

Phase IlI: Transition from memory politics to politics of amnesia [1974-1993]: This stage
witnessed the widening of the gap between the political project and the Palestinian
national identity. After formulating a national project reflecting the Palestinian national
identity in the Palestinian National Charter in 1968, the political project aspirations began
to narrow its identity perceptions, leaving some of its components out of the political
project. Unfortunately, this led to chronicle identity crises. In this stage, the PLO political
project dominated the original cultural identity starting from the 10-Point Program through
the Declaration of Independence of 1988 to the Oslo Accords of 1993. This era witnessed
the beginnings of a gradual shift from memory politics to politics of amnesia to meet the
demands of the ‘new’ political project of the Palestinian Authority. This has diminished the
presence of armed struggle in current cultural identity of the Palestinians.
Phase lllI: Politics of amnesia [1993-2017]: Oslo Accords of 1993 dramatically changed
the Palestinian identity makeup by the National Charter with its three main components
(the land, the people, and the narrative). After Oslo, the Palestinian land is no longer the
entire historical land of Palestine; the Palestinian people are no longer the Palestinian
people as defined by the National Charter; and the functional role of the historical narrative
has been constructed anew by enforcing the politics of amnesia instead of memory
politics. This was reflected on the construct and structure of the armed resistance through
transforming it from being a societal phenomenon that is deeply rooted in the structure of
the Palestinian communities according to the official discourse due to its incompatibility
with the principle of land for peace adopted by the tamed PLO, along with the attempts to
transform it to an illegal phenomenon whose supporters were prosecuted, in accordance
with the principle of security versus the state adopted by current leadership of the

Palestinians.
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